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Unit 2
Chapter 2: The Preschool Child

Getting Ready for the Unit and Connecting to Experience

Course: Child Growth and Development
Student Learning Outcomes:
* Describe development of children from conception through adolescence in the
physical, social, emotional, and cognitive domains.

Objectives:
* Summarize developmental stages and milestones.
» Differentiate characteristics of typical and atypical development.

Content and Topics:

* Development early childhood
Physical

Cognitive

Social

Emotional

Language
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Course: Introduction to Curriculum
Student Learning Outcomes:
* Identify the teachers’ role in early childhood programs, including planning,
implementing, and evaluating activities and environments.

Objectives:

* Examine ways curriculum is integrated across all developmental domains and
content areas.

* Design appropriate experiences in multiple content areas to support children's
learning.

Content and Topics:

» State and national standards and accreditation

* The role of the early childhood teacher

Best practices in teaching

Current research

Planning and evaluating curriculum and environments
Interactions

Family involvement
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Course: Teaching in a Diverse Society
Student Learning Outcomes:
* Evaluate the influence of teachers’ experiences on teaching approaches and
interactions with children and families.

Objectives:
* Evaluate the relationship between one’s own experiences and the development of
personal bias.

Content and Topics:

* The influence of teachers in children’s lives
o Impact of personal history
o Recognition of personal bias

Course: Practicum-Field Experience
Student Learning Outcomes:
* Analyze personal teaching experiences to guide and inform practice.

Objectives:
* Analyze student teaching experiences to inform and guide future teaching and
collaborative practices.

Content and Topics:
* Professional and ethical teaching
o Student teaching
o Self-reflection and self-assessment

Expansion Course: Curriculum and Strategies for Children with Special Needs
Student Learning Outcomes:
* Design and implement curriculum strategies based on children’s individualized
needs in inclusive and natural environments.

Objectives:

* Identify curriculum, environment and natural learning opportunities to meet
individualized needs, outcomes, and goals of young children and families.

* Design modifications and accommodations based on observation, evidence
based practices, and legal requirements to support children’s development.

Content and Topics:

* Adaptations: curriculum and environments
o Adaptive equipment and materials
o Routines and schedules
o Guidance and interactions
o Challenging behaviors
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Chapter 2: The Preschool Child

Key Topic 1:
Some Factors That Influence Learning and
Development in the Preschool Years

Course: Introduction to Curriculum
Student Learning Outcomes:
* Identify the teachers’ role in early childhood programs, including planning,
implementing, and evaluating activities and environments.

Objectives:

* Examine ways curriculum is integrated across all developmental domains and
content areas.

* Design appropriate experiences in multiple content areas to support children's
learning.

Content and Topics:

» State and national standards and accreditation

* The role of the early childhood teacher

Best practices in teaching

Current research

Planning and evaluating curriculum and environments
Interactions

Family involvement
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Course: Principles and Practices of Teaching Young Children

Student Learning Outcomes:
* Identify quality in early childhood programs related to environment, curriculum, and

teaching strategies.

Objectives:
* Use indicators of quality to analyze various early childhood settings, and curriculum,
and teaching strategies.

Content and Topics:
* Indicators of developmentally appropriate practices
o Curriculum
» Interrelationship of planning, observation, and assessment
* Planning for individual needs
o Environments
= Impact on behavior
» Indoor and outdoor
= Adaptation
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Course: Principles and Practices of Teaching Young Children — Continued
Content and Topics:
* Indicators of developmentally appropriate practices — Continued
o Teaching strategies
=  Communication
= Teacher-child interactions
= Guidance

Course: Practicum-Field Experience
Student Learning Outcomes:
* Apply a variety of effective approaches, strategies, and techniques for teaching in an
early childhood classroom.

Objectives:

* Apply understanding of current research and developmental theories to planning
experiences for young children.

* Plan, implement, and evaluate curriculum using various techniques and teaching
strategies based on the needs and interests of young children.

Content and Topics:

* Theory to practice
o Developmentally, culturally, and linguistically appropriate practices
o Current research

Expansion Course: Administration I: Programs in Early Childhood Education
Student Learning Outcomes:
* Apply administration skills in various types of early care and education programs.

Objectives:
* Identify strategies to ensure equity and respect for children, families, staff and
colleagues.

Content and Topics:
*  Program Development

o Mission, philosophy, values
Culture and climate of program
Program models
Diversity and inclusion
Managing the environment
Curriculum
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Expansion Course: Curriculum and Strategies for Children with Special Needs
Student Learning Outcomes:
* Design and implement curriculum strategies based on children’s individualized
needs in inclusive and natural environments.

Objectives:

* Identify curriculum, environment and natural learning opportunities to meet
individualized needs, outcomes, and goals of young children and families.

* Design modifications and accommodations based on observation, evidence-
based practices, and legal requirements to support children’s development.

Content and Topics:

* Adaptations: curriculum and environments
o Adaptive equipment and materials
o Routines and schedules
o Guidance and interactions
o Challenging behaviors
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Key Topic 2:
The Nine Domains of the California Preschool Learning Foundations and
the Five Essential Domains for School Readiness

Course: Child, Family and Community
Student Learning Outcomes:
* Describe socialization of the child focusing on the interrelationship of family, school,
and community.

Objectives:
* Describe contemporary social issues and their effects on families and children.

Content and Topics:
* Interrelationship of family, school and community as agents of socialization

Course: Introduction to Curriculum
Student Learning Outcomes:
* Differentiate between various curriculum models, approaches, environments, and
standards for early learning including indicators of quality.

Objectives:

* Compare various models and approaches to early childhood curriculum.

* Design appropriate experiences in multiple content areas to support children's
learning.

Content and Topics:
*  Program models and approaches
» State and national standards and accreditation
* The role of the early childhood teacher
o Best practices in teaching
o Current research

Course: Principles and Practices of Teaching Young Children
Student Learning Outcomes:
* Identify quality in early childhood programs related to environment, curriculum, and
teaching strategies.

Objectives:
* Use indicators of quality to analyze various early childhood settings, and curriculum,
and teaching strategies.
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Course: Principles and Practices of Teaching Young Children — Continued

Content and Topics:
* Indicators of developmentally appropriate practices
o Curriculum
= Interrelationship of planning, observation, and assessment
= Planning for individual needs
o Environments
= |mpact on behavior
= Indoor and outdoor
= Adaptation
o Teaching strategies
=  Communication
= Teacher-child interactions
= Guidance

Course: Practicum-Field Experience
Student Learning Outcomes:
* Apply a variety of effective approaches, strategies, and techniques for teaching in an
early childhood classroom.

Objectives:

* Apply understanding of current research and developmental theories to planning
experiences for young children.

* Plan, implement, and evaluate curriculum using various techniques and teaching
strategies based on the needs and interests of young children.

Content and Topics:

* Theory to practice
o Developmentally, culturally, and linguistically appropriate practices
o Current research

Expansion Course: Administration Il: Personnel and Leadership in
Early Childhood Education
Student Learning Outcomes:
* Demonstrate effective practices for managing and leading staff and administering
early care and education programs.

Objectives:
* Identify components of hiring practices, observation and evaluation practices of staff.
* Connect staff needs to professional development and opportunities.

Content and Topics:

* Leadership and Professional Development
o Development of staff and administrators
o Modeling and coaching
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Expansion Course: Administration Il: Personnel and Leadership in
Early Childhood Education — Continued
Content and Topics:
* Leadership and Professional Development — Continued
 Cultivating leaders
» Leadership styles
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