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Unit 7 – Using Technology and Interactive Media 

with Preschool-Age Children 
Key Topic 1: Overview and Rationale of the Chapter 

 
 
Focus Statement 
 
Students identify the key content of Chapter 7 in the California Preschool Program 
Guidelines and explore some of the research base around technology and young children.  
 
Curriculum Alignment Project (CAP) Student Learning Outcomes 
 
The Curriculum Alignment Project’s (CAP) lower division eight courses, CAP expansion 
courses, and student learning outcomes are mapped onto each instructional guide 
learning experience. See Appendix A for the specific student learning outcomes, 
objectives, and examples of course content and topics for the courses listed below. 
 
• Introduction to Curriculum 

• Principles and Practices of Teaching Young Children 

• Practicum-Field Experience 

• Administration I: Programs in Early Childhood Education 

• Curriculum and Strategies for Children with Special Needs 

 
Instructional Methodologies  
 
• Brainstorming 

• Class discussion 

• Jigsaw reading 

• Lecture 

• Notetaking outline or tool 

• Pairs or small groups 

• Personal reflection 
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• Reflective discussion 

• Short paper or report 

 
California Early Childhood Educator Competency Areas to Consider 
 
These competency areas are from the California Department of Education, Early 
Education and Support Division’s California Early Childhood Educator Competencies 
(CDE 2011). The “Competency Areas to Consider” below are listed in this instructional 
guide as a preliminary exploration of how particular competency areas might be 
addressed through these learning experiences.  
 
• Child Development and Learning  

• Special Needs and Inclusion 

• Learning Environments and Curriculum 

• Leadership in Early Childhood Education  

• Professionalism 

• Administration and Supervision 
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Unit 7 – Using Technology and Interactive Media 

with Preschool-Age Children 
Key Topic 1: Overview and Rationale of the Chapter 

 
 

Before You Start 
 
This key topic is designed to familiarize students with an overview of the content and 
some of the research that has been done on the use of technology and electronic media 
with young children in preschool settings. Students work in small groups to identify the 
main points and research based on a few guiding questions for each of the chapter’s 
sections. Students then share their findings with the other students and have a 
discussion about what they believe are the key messages for each section.  
 
Chapter 7 has six main sections: 
 
• Children and Electronic Media 

 
• Technology and Interactive Media in the Preschool Environment 

 
• The Benefits and the Challenges of Using Technology and Interactive Media 

 
• Selecting Technology and Interactive Media to Enhance Children’s Learning 

 
• Integrating and Using Technology in the Preschool Environment 

 
• Training and Professional Development Opportunities 
 
Because of the length of each section, certain sections have been combined for review 
by one group. Handout 1, “Chapter 7 Notetaking Form,” which is a notetaking form with 
the suggested questions for each section, combines the sections into four groupings. It is 
suggested that each group have four students, although this will be dependent on the 
class size.  
 
Although students are probably familiar with the concepts of technology and electronic 
media, they may not have heard the specific terminology and definitions used in Chapter 
7—electronic media, screen technologies, and interactive media. The “Getting it started” 
part of the “Getting Ready for the Unit” and this key topic provide opportunities for 
students to explore these terms and definitions. If students have already done the 
“Getting Ready for the Unit” learning experience, faculty may choose to just do a brief 
review of the terms for this key topic.   
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In preparation for this learning experience, faculty may wish to review the terms and 
definitions provided in the glossary (pp. 249–250) at the end of the California Preschool 
Program Guidelines if they have not already done so. Faculty may also want to have a 
list of some examples of the different kinds of technologies and media. Handout 2 is a 
copy of the glossary from the California Preschool Program Guidelines that can be used 
for the “Getting it started” portion or for a review.  
 
Electronic versions of the two handouts for this key topic will be available when this 
instructional guide is online at http://facultyinitiative.wested.org/ (accessed January 20, 
2016). If students do not have copies of the California Preschool Program Guidelines, the 
Portable Document Format (PDF) version can be downloaded from the California 
Department of Education Web site at 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/documents/preschoolproggdlns2015.pdf (accessed 
January 20, 2016).  
 
In the “Deeper Understanding” section, students are asked to review Technology and 
Interactive Media as Tools in Early Childhood Programs Serving Children from Birth 
through Age 8, a joint position statement adopted in January 2012 by the National 
Association for the Education of Young Children and the Fred Rogers Center for Early 
Learning and Children’s Media at Saint Vincent College. This statement can be 
downloaded from the Fred Rogers Center Web site at 
http://www.fredrogerscenter.org/initiatives/digital-media-learning/resources/ (accessed 
January 20, 2016).  
 

 
 
Students are asked to review Chapter 7 and identify key points, 
research, and key messages related to the use of technology and 
electronic media in preschool programs. Faculty may choose to have 
students do the reading themselves as suggested in the following 
active learning segments or deliver a lecture on the content. In either 
case, Handout 1, “Chapter 7 Notetaking Form,” may be a useful 
notetaking form for the students. 
 
As described in the “Before You Start” section, there are six main 
content areas in Chapter 7:  
 
• Children and Electronic Media 

 
• Technology and Interactive Media in the Preschool Environment 

 
• The Benefits and the Challenges of Using Technology and 

Interactive Media 
 

Information 
Delivery 
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• Selecting Technology and Interactive Media to Enhance 
Children’s Learning 
 

• Integrating and Using Technology in the Preschool Environment 
 

• Training and Professional Development Opportunities 
 
Getting it started 
Begin by asking students to review the terms “electronic media,” 
“interactive media,” “screen technologies,” and “assistive technology 
device” that are found in the glossary to the California Preschool 
Program Guidelines on pages 249–250. Provide students with 
Handout 2 if they do not have copies of the California Preschool 
Program Guidelines. 
Encourage students to 
pose any questions or 
comments about the 
definitions and to note any 
similarities, commonalities, 
and differences among 
them.  
 
Next ask students to 
brainstorm examples for 
each of the terms, also pointing out that some examples may fit 
under more than one term. Record these examples on chart paper or 
a whiteboard so that all students can see them. Then review the 
examples and ask students to indicate if they have seen that item 
used with preschool-age children in a classroom or at home. Put 
checkmarks by the examples to tally the number of instances each 
item is used.  

 
Keeping it going 
Discuss with students that their review of these definitions and 
identification of examples and use by young children are a starting 
point for them to think about the implications of using technology and 
electronic media with preschool-age children. Chapter 7 provides 
information, resources, and recommendations that programs and 
teachers should consider.  
 
Provide students with Handout 1 and explain that this handout 
includes a list of questions that are addressed to some extent in 
Chapter 7. Ask the students to form small groups of four students 
each, and each student in the group is to select one or two sections 
of the chapter to review. Explain that the questions for each section 

Active 
Learning 

Online Options  
If there is online-discussion 
capability, faculty could facilitate a 
discussion of the three terms. A 
separate discussion thread could be 
done for each term, and students 
could also post examples for each 
term or category.  
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are to guide the students in identifying the main points for that 
section. They are not to 
identify key messages at 
this time, and they will 
have an opportunity to 
share their main points 
with their classmates.  
 
Taking it further 
After they have 
completed their assigned 
sections, ask the 
students to then share 
their findings with the 
other members of their 
group. Encourage students to take notes based on their classmates’ 
presentations and, during this sharing, identify key messages for 
each section.  

 
Putting it together 
After all the students have shared the main points from their 
sections, the students in each group are to share and discuss the 
key messages each student pulled for each section. The group is 
then to come to agreement on five key messages for the chapter. 
Ask each group to then share their key messages with the other 
groups.  

 
Another approach 
Instead of students working in small groups during class, faculty may 
choose to have students complete the full handout individually as an 
out-of-class assignment. Then students could form small groups in 
class to discuss and compare their main points and key messages. 
Or students could discuss their review of the chapter as a large 
group.  
 
Convene the students as a large group and facilitate a discussion of 
the content. The following questions are suggested: 
 
• What main points or key messages from this chapter stand out 

for you? 
 

• What information resonated the most strongly with you? Why?  
 

• What are some new or different understandings or perspectives 
you have about using technology and electronic media with 

  Reflection 
 

Online Options  
Students could complete Handout 1 
individually or in small groups and 
then post their completed handouts 
online. After reviewing the other 
students’ or groups’ handouts, 
students would write individually the 
key messages they pulled for either 
the instructor’s review or as 
preparation for an in-class 
discussion.   
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preschool children? 
 

• What is something you will do to apply this new understanding or 
perspective in your work with young children? 

 
This second set of more general reflective questions can be used in 
this and other key topics for additional class discussion or to guide 
individual student journaling.  
 
• Which ideas or part of this class session stood out most for you? 

 
• What seemed familiar or reinforced what you already know or 

have experienced? What gave you a new perspective or insight 
that causes you to think differently about teaching preschool 
children and/or engaging their families? 
 

• Why do you think the content of this class session was presented 
the way it was? How did this approach help you understand the 
content? What else would have helped? What does this tell you 
about how you learn? 
 

• How will you decide what to apply from this class session in your 
work with preschool children and families? What will you do to 
ensure you will implement what you have decided to use? 

 
Much of the content for Chapter 7 references Technology and 
Interactive Media as Tools in Early Childhood Programs Serving 
Children from Birth through Age 8, a joint position statement adopted 
in January 2012 by the National Association for the Education of 
Young Children and the Fred Rogers Center for Early Learning and 
Children’s Media at Saint Vincent College.  This statement can be 
downloaded from the Fred Rogers Center Web site at 
http://www.fredrogerscenter.org/initiatives/digital-media-
learning/resources/ (accessed January 20, 2016).  
  
Students are to read the position statement and compare their notes 
and key messages from Chapter 7 with this position statement. 
Faculty could then choose to facilitate a class discussion on the 
comparison or ask students to write a short paper on their findings 
and reflections. The following questions may be useful for either 
approach: 
 
• What part(s) of the position statement really caught your 

attention? 
 

 Deeper     
 Understanding 
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• Where did you find similarities between the position statement 
and Chapter 7? Differences? 
 

• Which one gives you a better understanding of the issues related 
to digital technology and young children? Why? 
 

• How might you use the position statement in your work as a 
teacher?  
 

• What additional questions or areas of interest does the joint 
position statement raise for you? 
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Chapter 7 Notetaking Form 
 

Children and Electronic Media (pp. 93–94) 
Training and Professional Development Opportunities (p. 101) 
• What is the usage by young children (ages birth to six years) of different kinds of 

digital devices and electronic media? 
• What are some of the impacts of electronic media on young children?  
• What are key reasons for and features of effective professional development for 

teachers?  
• What research has been done? 
• What questions come to mind as you read these sections? 

 
Main points 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Key messages 
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Technology and Interactive Media in the Preschool Environment (pp. 94–95) 
The Benefits and the Challenges of Using Technology and Interactive Media 
(pp. 95–97) 
• How is digital technology used in the preschool setting?  
• What are some of the main benefits? Challenges? 
• What are some cautions or guidance? 
• What research has been done? 
• What questions come to mind as you read this section? 

 
Main points 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key messages 
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Selecting Technology and Interactive Media to Enhance Children’s Learning 
(pp. 97–99) 
• What should be considered in choosing digital technology and interactive media to 

use in the preschool classroom? 
• What research has been done? 
• What questions come to mind as you read this section? 

 
Main points 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Key messages 
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Integrating and Using Technology in the Preschool Environment (pp. 99–100) 
• What should teachers consider in introducing and integrating digital technology 

and interactive media in the preschool classroom? 
• What research has been done? 
• What questions come to mind as you read this section? 

 
Main points 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key messages 
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Glossary of the California Preschool Program Guidelines 
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