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Unit 1 – Introduction to the Framework: 

Key Topic 1: Getting to Know the Organization of the 
California Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 3 

 
 
Focus Statement 
 
Students explore the organization of the California Preschool Curriculum Framework, 
Volume 3 and become familiar with what is included in the introductory chapters and the 
organization of the two domain chapters. They also examine the relationship of the 
California Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 3 to the California Preschool 
Learning Foundations, Volume 3. 
 
Curriculum Alignment Project (CAP) Student Learning Outcomes 
 
The Curriculum Alignment Project’s (CAP) lower division eight courses and student 
learning outcomes are mapped onto each instructional guide learning experience. See 
Appendix A for the specific student learning outcomes, objectives, and examples of 
course content and topics for the courses listed below. 
 
• Child Growth and Development 

• Child, Family and Community 

• Introduction to Curriculum 

• Principles and Practices of Teaching Young Children 

• Observation and Assessment 

• Teaching in a Diverse Society 

• Practicum-Field Experience 

 
Instructional Methodologies  
 
• Class discussion 

• Creation of a visual representation 

• Jigsaw reading 

• Pairs or small groups 

• Reflective discussion 
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California Early Childhood Educator Competency Areas to Consider 
 
The Faculty Initiative Project will undertake a comprehensive process in the future to map 
the content of the instructional guides to the California Department of Education, Early 
Education and Support Division’s California Early Childhood Educator Competencies. The 
“Competency Areas to Consider” below are listed in this instructional guide as a 
preliminary exploration of how particular competency areas might be addressed through 
these learning experiences.  
 
• Child Development and Learning 

• Culture, Diversity, and Equity 

• Family and Community Engagement 

• Observation, Screening, Assessment, and Documentation 

• Learning Environments and Curriculum 

• Professionalism 
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Unit 1 – Introduction to the Framework: 

Key Topic 1: Getting to Know the Organization of the 
California Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 3 

 
 

Before You Start 
 
When first introduced to the California Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 3, 
many professionals and students alike have found it to be a comprehensive resource. By 
taking students through the structure of the publication, they will become familiar with it 
and enhance their use of it as a resource in the future. 
 
This key topic is intended to provide students with enough familiarity with the organization 
of the California Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 3 that they will be able to 
navigate the publication and find pieces that they might want to use in the future as 
resources. It is not intended to provide deep exploration of any of this curriculum 
framework. Each of the two domain chapters in the curriculum framework—history–social 
science and science—is addressed with a full unit in this instructional guide, and each 
domain can be explored more fully in those units. 
 
There are three subtopics in this key topic: 
 
Subtopic 1: What is in Chapter 1 of the California Preschool Curriculum 
Framework, Volume 3. Subtopic 1 acquaints students with the organization and content 
of Chapter 1 of this curriculum framework. Chapter 1 provides information about 
components of the curriculum framework, its intended use, and the California Department 
of Education’s approach in developing it. As an introductory chapter, it is best to have 
students read and then discuss the content. Subtopic 1 provides a method for doing this. 
 
Subtopic 2: What is in the Domain Chapters. In Subtopic 2, the organization of 
Chapters 2 and 3 in the curriculum framework is explored. These are chapters that refer 
to the learning domains of history–social science and science and parallel the California 
Preschool Learning Foundations, Volume 3. In this subtopic, students are asked to locate 
and tab certain sections of the California Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 3, 
they can use Post-it® Notes or some other type of marker to tab sections. If students 
have hard copies of the publication and faculty choose this approach, it may be helpful to 
provide the Post-it® Notes or other markers. If students are working with electronic 
versions, faculty can ask students to write notes on the location of the sections. 
 
Subtopic 3: Relation to the Foundations. Subtopic 3 focuses on the relationship 
between the California Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 3 and the California 
Preschool Learning Foundations, Volume 3. The active learning in Subtopic 3 helps 
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students see the link between these two publications. This understanding is extremely 
important, and it is recommended that Subtopic 3 always be included in the work in this 
key topic. In this subtopic, it will be important to point out that the foundations are the 
what and the curriculum framework is the how. The foundations are the what: goal-like 
statements that describe what children typically learn and develop with optimal support. 
The curriculum framework is the how: guidance for how teachers can intentionally 
support this learning and development.  
 
The framework does not, however, provide suggestions for working directly on any 
specific foundations. The curriculum framework suggests learning environments, 
materials, and strategies that provided repeated experiences for children as they 
progress in their learning and development in each domain.  
 
Students will be asked to review the California Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 
3 and the California Preschool Learning Foundations, Volume 3. The Portable Document 
Format versions of both publications can be downloaded from the California Department 
of Education’s Web site at http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/psframework.asp and 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/psfoundations.asp.  
 
Handout 1, which summarizes the domains, strands, substrands, and foundations for the 
History–Social Science and Science domains of the California Preschool Learning 
Foundations, Volume 3, is included with this key topic. An electronic version of this 
handout will be available when this instructional guide is online at 
http://facultyinitiative.wested.org. 
 

 
 
The following two points are important concepts for this unit: 
 
• The curriculum framework is designed to be used as a resource 

in curriculum planning. It is important for students to understand 
how the framework is organized and what is in it so that it can be 
used effectively. 
 

• The curriculum framework parallels the learning foundations. Part 
of the work in this key topic will be an introduction to the 
relationship between the foundations and the framework. 

 
Content from the following sections of the California Preschool 
Curriculum Framework, Volume 3 is referenced in this key topic: 
 
• Introduction (pp. 2–3) 

 
• California’s Preschool Children (pp. 3–5) 

 

Information 
Delivery 
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• Overarching Principles (pp. 5–9) 
 

• Organization of the Framework (pp. 9–11) 
 

• English-Language Development and Learning in All Domains (pp. 
11–14) 
 

• Universal Design for Learning (p. 14) 
 

• Curriculum Planning (pp. 15–24) 
 

• The Daily Schedule (pp. 24–29) 
 

• The Curriculum-Planning Process (pp. 29–37) 
 

 
Subtopic 1: What is in Chapter 1 of the California Preschool 
Curriculum Framework, Volume 3 
 
Getting it started 
Students can do this learning experience individually, in pairs, or in 
small groups, depending on the size of the class. The following 
pages are suggested as the reading assignments for each student or 
group: 
 
• Introduction (pp. 2–3) 

 
• California’s Preschool 

Children (pp. 3–5) 
 

• Overarching Principles 
(pp. 5–9) 
 

• Organization of the 
Framework (pp. 9–11) 
 

• English-Language Development and Learning in All Domains (pp. 
11–14) 
 

• Universal Design for Learning (p. 14) 
 

Students read the assigned section from Chapter 1 and then 
describe the key content of their section in three or four sentences. If 
students are working as a group, ask that the group develop one set 
of sentences. This will require them to succinctly summarize the key 

Active 
Learning 

Online Options  
Subtopic 1: Students could post 
online the key points from their 
assigned reading for the “Getting it 
started” and “Taking it further” 
sections and then review their 
classmates’ postings in preparation 
for an instructor facilitated in-class 
discussion. 
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points and/or key concepts of the content.  
 
Keeping it going 
Reconvene the class and ask each student or group to indicate the 
location of their section within the California Preschool Curriculum 
Framework, Volume 3. Then ask them to share the key points and/or 
concepts of their section. Encourage the other students to ask 
clarifying questions and discuss any similarities to the sections they 
read. 
 
Taking it further 
Next ask students to read the following parts of the chapter: 
 
• Curriculum Planning (pp. 15–24) 

 
• The Daily Schedule (pp. 24–29) 

 
• The Curriculum-Planning Process (pp. 29–37) 

 
Students are to note one or two key points for each of the following 
sections. Instructors may assign certain sections to individual 
students or, if students are already working in groups, to each group 
of students.  
 
• Curriculum planning to support children as active meaning 

makers (p. 15) 
 

• Integrated curriculum (pp. 15–21) 
 

• The environment as curriculum: Interest areas to support 
children’s play and child-initiated learning (pp. 21–22) 
 

• Daily routines as curriculum (pp. 22–24) 
 

• The Daily Schedule (opening or first paragraph) (p. 24) 
 

• Child-initiated play (pp. 24–25) 
 

• Teacher-guided activities in small groups (pp. 25–28) 
 

• Teacher-guided activities in large groups (p. 28–29) 
 

• The Curriculum-Planning Process (pp. 29–30) 
 

• Observe, reflect, document (pp. 30–32) 
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• Reflect, discuss, plan (pp. 32–33) 
 

• Implement (pp. 33–34) 
 

• Partnering with families in curriculum planning (p. 35) 
 

• Connections: A fertile ground for making meaning (pp. 35–37) 
 

Again ask students to share the key concepts or points from their 
sections. Encourage them to also highlight something from the 
vignette that illustrates the concept or point.  
 
[Note: Students are asked to read all sections because there is one 
vignette threaded throughout all sections that illustrates the content 
of each section. The length of each part of the vignette varies and 
therefore makes an equal division of the reading assignment difficult. 
Also, reading the whole vignette provides the necessary context for 
students to better understand each section.] 
 
Putting it together 
After the students have shared and discussed all the key points and 
concepts, this subtopic can be concluded with a reflection on the 
following questions: 
 
• What key concepts or key points stood out for you from your 

reading or the class discussion? 
 

• What was new? What was particularly interesting?  
 

• How might you use your understanding of the Chapter 1 content 
in your teaching? 
 

• What content do you want to explore further? How will you begin 
this exploration? 

 
Subtopic 2: What is in the Domain Chapters 
 
Getting it started 
This subtopic supports students in becoming familiar with the 
organization of the two domain chapters of the California Preschool 
Curriculum Framework, Volume 3. Instructors may wish to remind 
students that, for this exploration, they are to focus on the structure 
of the chapters and not on the content. This instructional guide has 
an entire unit on each domain, which will then provide opportunities 
for students to work specifically with the content. 
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Ask students to form two groups—one for each domain. Then assign 
an equal number of students in each domain group to each of the 
three subgroups. The students are to locate certain topics or 
elements in their assigned subgroup and tab them with a Post-it® 
Note or other marker. Because certain topics or elements are easier 
to locate and/or have fewer items than others, instructors may 
suggest the following division of topics or elements: 

 
 Subgroup one 

• Domain Guiding Principles 
• Environments and Materials 
• Summary of Strands and Substrands 
• Research Highlights 
• Engaging Families 
• Questions for Reflection 

 
Subgroup two 
• Vignettes and Teachable Moments 

 
Subgroup three 
• Interactions and Strategies 

 
Keeping it going 
When students have finished their tabbing, ask them to share their 
results. Then facilitate a discussion of what they found. For example, 
what was consistent between the two domains? What consistencies 
or differences did they notice about the guiding principles or 
environments and materials? Remind students that this discussion is 
to focus on the structure of the content and the way the content is 
organized and presented.  
 
Conclude this discussion by asking if the students found any other 
elements in either domain chapter that were not assigned. Ask them 
to share these and again compare the two domains. 

 
Taking it further 
Now ask students to create 
a visual description of the 
content of one domain 
chapter. This description 
can include words and/or 
graphics or images; 
encourage students to be 
creative so that the design easily helps the viewer understand what 
kind of content is in the domain. Students could continue to work in 
their groups or individually.  

Online Options  
Subtopic 2: Students could post 
online photographs or scanned 
copies of their visual 
representations for their instructor 
and their classmates to review.  
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Putting it together 
Provide time for the students to view the visual representations and 
note what stands out for them. Then close this subtopic with a 
reflective discussion. The following questions could be used: 
 
• What words or images from the visual representations are the 

most memorable for you? 
 

• Which ones appealed to you the most? Why? 
 

• How do these visual representations of the content of the two 
chapter domains of the California Preschool Curriculum 
Framework, Volume 3 
help you understand 
and remember the 
content?  
 

• What are some ways 
you can use this 
understanding of the 
two domain chapters in 
your teaching and work 
with children and 
families? 

 
 

Subtopic 3: Relation to the Foundations 
 
Getting it started 
Ask the students to now form pairs and assign one student in each 
pair to one of the two domains in the California Preschool Curriculum 
Framework, Volume 3. Ask the students to find the summary of their 
strands and substrands for their assigned domain: 
 
• History–Social Science Domain – Summary of the Strands and 

Substrands (p. 50) 
 

• Science Domain – Summary of the Strands and Substrands (p. 
152) 

 
Ask the students to compare the above summary with the domains, 
strands, substrands, and foundations for their assigned domain in 
the California Preschool Learning Foundations, Volume 3. Handout 1 
of this key topic provides students with this summary. If students 
have access to the California Preschool Learning Foundations, 

Online Options  
Subtopic 2: If a method for doing 
online discussion is available for the 
course, faculty could facilitate a 
discussion of the students’ visual 
representations based on the 
questions in the “Putting it together” 
section. A separate discussion 
thread could be used for each 
question. 
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Volume 3, they can refer to Appendix A that begins on page 103. 
This Appendix summarizes the domains, strands, substrands, and 
foundations for the two domains.  
 
Keeping it going 
As students compare the summary from the curriculum framework 
and the Appendix from the foundations (also Handout 1 of this key 
topic), ask them to note the similarities and differences between the 
two publications.  

 
Taking it further 
Next ask students to choose one of the subtrands from either domain 
in the California Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 3 and 
then find the corresponding substrand in the California Preschool 
Learning Foundations, Volume 3. Ask them to read the vignette(s), 
teachable moments and planning learning opportunities, and 
interactions and strategies for the substrand that are in the 
curriculum framework and the foundation(s) for the substrand, which 
can be found in Handout 1 of this key topic. 
 
Putting it together 
As a summary of this subtopic, students are to discuss their 
comparison of the two publications. At the start of this discussion, it 
is important to remind students, as mentioned in the “Before You 
Start” section, that the foundations are the what and the curriculum 
framework is the how. The foundations are the what: goal-like 
statements that describe what children typically learn and develop 
with optimal support. The framework is the how: guidance for how 
teachers can intentionally support this learning and development. 
Also, the framework does not provide suggestions for working 
directly on any specific foundations. 
 
In discussing the two publications, ask students to think about the 
following questions: 
 
• What did you notice 

about the strands, 
substrands, and 
foundations of the two 
domains in the 
publications?  
 

• What was particularly 
interesting or 
engaging? 
 

Online Options  
Subtopic 3: If a method for doing 
online discussion is available for the 
course, faculty could facilitate a 
discussion of the comparison of the 
curriculum framework and the 
learning foundations based on the 
questions in the “Putting it together” 
section.  
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• What supported your understanding of the substrand?  
 

• What helped you see the difference between the foundations as 
the what and the curriculum framework as the how?  
 

• What is one feature from the foundations and one from the 
curriculum framework that you will use to guide your work in 
supporting children’s learning in history and the social sciences? 

 
 
The following questions can be used to support reflection on this key 
topic as a whole: 
 
• As you think about the work you did in the first three chapters of 

the California Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 3, what 
are some things you remember? 
 

• What engaged you the most? Which aspects seemed the most 
important to you? What was possibly confusing? 
 

• What are some of the key themes that are in Chapter 1 and are 
carried forward in the two domain chapters?  
 

• How would you describe the California Preschool Curriculum 
Framework, Volume 3 in one sentence? 

 
 
This second set of questions is more general and can be used for 
individual reflection for this key topic and with the other key topics in 
this instructional guide. 
 
• What are some ideas, concepts, or strategies that you learned 

from this class session? 
 

• Which ones reinforced what you have already learned or 
experienced? Which ones were new or caused you to think 
differently about teaching preschool children and/or engaging 
their families? 
 

• Why do you think the content of this class session was presented 
the way it was? How did this approach help you understand the 
content? What else would have helped? 
 

• How will you decide what to apply from this class session in your 
work with preschool children and/or their families? What will you 
do to ensure you will implement what you have decided to use? 

  Reflection 
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