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Unit 1 – Introduction to the Framework: 
Getting Ready for the Unit and  

Connecting to Experience 	
  
 

 

 
 

  
Focus of Getting Ready for Unit 1 
 
Students have an opportunity to connect the idea of a framework to their 
personal experience. 
 

 

Curriculum Alignment Project (CAP) Student Learning Outcomes 
The Curriculum Alignment Project’s (CAP) lower division eight courses and 
student learning outcomes are mapped onto each instructional guide key 
topic. See Appendix A for the specific student learning outcomes, objectives, 
and examples of course content and topics for the courses listed below. 

• Child, Family, and Community  

• Principles and Practices of Teaching Young Children 

• Introduction to Curriculum 

• Observation and Assessment 

• Health, Safety, and Nutrition 

• Teaching in a Diverse Society 

• Practicum-Field Experience 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Instructional Methodologies  

• Reflection—personal 

• Class discussion 

• Creation of a visual representation 

• Pairs work and discussion in pairs 

• Small group work 

• Reflection—individual 
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California Early Childhood Educator Competency Areas to Consider 

The Faculty Initiative Project will be undertaking a comprehensive process in 
the future to map the content of the instructional guides to the California 
Department of Education, Child Development Division’s California Early 
Childhood Educator Competencies. The “Competency Areas to Consider” 
below are listed in this instructional guide as a preliminary exploration of how 
particular competency areas might be addressed through these key topics.  

• Child Development and Learning 

• Culture, Diversity, and Equity 

• Family and Community Engagement 

• Observation, Screening, Assessment, and Documentation 

• Learning Environments and Curriculum 

• Health, Safety, and Nutrition 

• Professionalism 
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Unit 1 – Introduction to the Framework: 
Getting Ready for the Unit and  

Connecting to Experience 	
  
 

 

 
 

   
  

 
 

Getting Ready for the Unit 
 
The instructional guide is designed to provide flexibility to faculty as decision makers 
in their work with students and course content. Unit 1 is designed to be used in a 
variety of ways.  There is a flow to the sequence of key topics in this unit, but each 
key topic can also be used independently of the others.     
 
Key Topic 1, “Getting to Know the Organization of the California Preschool 
Curriculum Framework, Volume 2”: This key topic is recommended if instructors 
have limited opportunity to explore the California Preschool Curriculum Framework, 
Volume 2 in depth. This will give students an overview of the California Preschool 
Curriculum Framework, Volume 2, and provide enough information that students will 
understand how to use this curriculum framework as a resource in their work.  
 
Key Topic 2, “Getting to Know the Eight Overarching Principles”: Because the 
eight overarching principles that guided the development of the curriculum 
framework are not addressed in depth anywhere else in the framework, students 
are given an opportunity to become well acquainted with them in this key topic. 
 
Key Topic 3, “Getting to Know the Curriculum-Planning Cycle”: This key topic 
is intended to familiarize students with what is in the first chapter of the California 
Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 2, regarding the cycle of curriculum 
planning. It is addressed in more depth in Unit 5 of this instructional guide, where 
the planning process is used to plan integrated learning across the three domains of 
this curriculum framework. 
 
For flexible use of the instructional guide, a review of the key topics in Unit 1 is 
suggested for faculty to find what will be most important for the particular needs of 
students and course content. 
 
The following approaches are some examples of available options: 
 
• Use Unit 1 as the beginning of a full exploration of the California Preschool 

Curriculum Framework, Volume 2. 
 

• Use only Unit 1 as a way to introduce students to this curriculum framework.  
 

• Use Unit 1 to focus on the organization of the California Preschool Curriculum 
Framework, Volume 2, and then expand beyond this by exploring the key topic 
regarding organization and rationale for each of the following domain units in the 
instructional guide. 
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• Focus on Unit 1 and Unit 5 as a means of connecting students to the California 

Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 2 through its overall organization and 
value as a resource for integrating curriculum across domains. 
 

These examples are provided as an illustration of how Unit 1 of the instructional 
guide, as an introduction to the California Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 
2, can be used in a variety of ways to support program and course outlines, as well 
as individual teaching and student contexts.  
 
The Motivator and Connection to Experience that follows is the same as found in 
Unit 1 of the Instructional Guide for the California Preschool Curriculum Framework, 
Volume 1. It is designed to support students in understanding a framework. It 
connects students’ experience of framing something, such as a photograph or piece 
of artwork, to the concept of a framework for curriculum. It does not address 
specifically the content of the domains in the California Preschool Curriculum 
Framework, Volume 2. Further work can be done to connect students to their 
experiences with each of the learning and development domains of this curriculum 
framework: visual and performing arts, physical development, and health. Each 
domain unit (Units 2, 3, and 4) in this instructional guide begins with a way for 
students to connect to the content of the domain.  
 
In addition, the first two learning experiences of each domain in the Instructional 
Guide for the California Preschool Learning Foundations, Volume 2 are designed to 
connect students to their experiences with the content of the domains. These 
learning experiences can be found on the Faculty Initiative Project Web site at 
http://www.wested.org/facultyinitiative/PLFv2/. Because the domains of the 
foundations in the California Preschool Learning Foundations, Volume 2 parallel the 
curriculum domains in the California Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 2, 
reviewing those learning experiences can give some choices regarding what might 
be most appropriate for students in becoming acquainted with the domains in the 
California Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 2. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Motivator and Connection to Experience 
 

Before You Start 
This motivator is designed to connect students’ own experiences to the idea of a 
framework. The motivator includes working with content regarding curriculum from 
Chapter 1 of the curriculum framework, and not all students will be equally familiar 
with the curriculum components that are referenced. However, it might be a means 
of building familiarity with them, and these curriculum components are addressed in 
greater depth throughout the framework. Use of the curriculum framework as a 
resource for planning and use of the eight overarching principles for reviewing 
curriculum are specifically addressed in Unit 5 of this instructional guide. There is an 
opportunity to alert students to the cultural content in many of the decisions we 
make as family members and as practitioners by pointing out that what we put into 
frames is shaped by our preferences and priorities. 
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Getting it started 
First, ask students to think of a picture in a frame that is very 
important to them. It can be of anything—person, place, animal, 
object, event, etc. They can do this silently and individually, but 
it will be important to ask for descriptions of a few examples. 
Once several students have shared their descriptive examples, 
then ask the following: “What does a frame do for a picture?” 
 
Chart their responses, which might include some of the following 
examples:  
 
• Makes it possible to see it and think about it often 
• Gives it importance 
• Keeps it clean 
• Keeps it separate from other things—makes it unique 
 
Ask for additional examples of something that is framed that is 
important for them to have in a frame. Be sure to explore 
similarities and differences in the examples that are given. The 
following questions may be used: 
 
• Do differences in what we choose to frame or display reflect 

choices based on individual preferences?  
• On family priorities?  
• On cultural values? 

 
Keeping it going 
Ask students to turn to the definition of curriculum framework in 
the introduction to the California Preschool Curriculum 
Framework, Volume 2 at the bottom of the first column on page 
3. The paragraph states that, as a curriculum framework, this 
document provides  
 
• principles; 
• key components of 

curriculum planning; 
• descriptions of routines, 

environments, and 
materials; and 

• strategies for building on 
children’s knowledge, skills, 
and interests. 

 
Ask students to develop a visual 
image of these four topics as a 
framework. Using a blank sheet of 
paper, ask students to draw a frame.  
 

 
 

 

Online Options 
 

Instead of creating their 
visual representations in 
class, students could develop 
these outside class and post 
photographs of their frames 
online for the instructor’s 
review. Upon instructor’s 
recommendation, students 
could then review their 
classmates’ postings and 
note similarities and 
differences.  
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Many shapes will work, but a rectangle will provide one side for 
each of the four topics above. Students can do this individually, 
or a frame can be drawn on chart paper or some large surface 
where all students can see it.  
 
After the students have drawn this frame, ask them to place 
these four segments of a curriculum framework into the frame 
they have just drawn. They can do this by writing the four 
phrases inside the frame, one on each side 
 
Taking it further  
On pages 17–25 of the California Preschool Curriculum 
Framework, Volume 2, there are several topics relating to 
curriculum planning:	
   
 
• Arranging the environment and materials into interest areas 

for self-initiated play 
• Using a variety of activities that are indoor and outdoor  
• Using a variety of activities that are teacher guided in small 

or large groups  
• Organizing daily routines as contexts for learning  

 
Ask students to review pages 17–25 for additional curriculum 
components and add to the four topics listed previously. These 
could be written into the center of the sheet of paper—the center 
of the frame. Remember that students are not looking for 
examples here, but some examples might help them work with 
the following questions. 
 
Putting it together 
Ask students to discuss these 
questions as a whole group 
or in pairs or groups of three: 
 
• What does a framework 

provide when these 
components of curriculum 
are considered in curriculum planning and put into practice? 
 

• What would the eight overarching principles provide? 
 

• What would a consistent planning process provide? 
 

• What would consideration of materials and environments 
provide? 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Online Options 
 

Students could write responses 
to the “Putting it together” 
questions and post them for an 
online discussion or submit 
them to the instructor.  
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• What would consideration of interactions and strategies 

provide? 
 
Plan a time for students to share their thinking. Some possible 
thoughts might include these points: 
 
• Provides coherence by holding together the pieces that 

would just be separate activities without it 
 

• Supports quality by providing guidance for maintaining 
quality in what is done 
 

• Supports comprehensive curriculum by providing guidance 
for considering a broad range of needs in planning for 
children and families 
 

• Supports consistency across domains 
 

Suggest to students that they will become more comfortable with 
the concept of a framework for curriculum as distinct from 
curriculum as they work through more key topics in this 
instructional guide. There will be more exposure to this concept 
specifically in Unit 5 of this instructional guide. 
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The following questions can be used to support reflection on this 
motivator. These can be done as a journaling exercise online or 
as a class discussion. 
 
• Where were new insights for you in this exercise? 

 
• What are some continuing challenges with the idea of a 

curriculum framework? 
 

• What additional information would you like to know that 
relates to the idea of a curriculum framework? 
 

• What would you need to do to get that information? 
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What does a frame do for 
a picture? 
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 Do differences in what we choose to 
frame or display reflect choices based 
on individual preferences?  
  On family priorities?  
  On cultural values? 

Introduction to the Framework:  Unit 1, Getting Ready   http://www.wested.org/facultyinitiative/  3 

The curriculum framework includes: 

  Principles 
  Key components of curriculum planning 
  Descriptions of routines, environments, 

and materials 
  Strategies for building on children’s 

knowledge, skills, and interests 

Introduction to the Framework:  Unit 1, Getting Ready   http://www.wested.org/facultyinitiative/  4 



3 

Curriculum planning involves: 
  Arranging the environment and materials into 

interest areas for self-initiated play. 
  Using a variety of activities that are indoor and 

outdoor.  
  Using a variety of activities that are teacher 

guided in small or large groups. 
  Organizing daily routines as contexts for 

learning. 

(pages 17-25 of the California Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 2)  
Introduction to the Framework:  Unit 1, Getting Ready   http://www.wested.org/facultyinitiative/  5 

 What does a framework provide when 
these components of curriculum are 
considered in curriculum planning and put 
into practice?  

Introduction to the Framework:  Unit 1, Getting Ready   http://www.wested.org/facultyinitiative/  6 
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 What would the eight overarching principles 
provide?  

1. Relationships are central. 5.  Family and community 
partnerships create meaningful 
connections. 

2. Play is a primary context for 
learning. 

6.  Individualization of learning 
includes all children. 

3.  Learning is integrated. 7.  Responsiveness to culture 
and language supports children’s 
learning. 

4.  Intentional teaching 
enhances children’s learning 
experiences. 

8.  Time for reflection and 
planning enhances teaching. 

Introduction to the Framework:  Unit 1, Getting Ready   http://www.wested.org/facultyinitiative//  7 

 What would a consistent planning process 
provide? 

 What would consideration of materials and 
environments provide? 

 What would consideration of interactions 
and strategies provide? 

Introduction to the Framework:  Unit 1, Getting Ready   http://www.wested.org/facultyinitiative/  8 



5 

 What was new information in this key 
topic? 

 Did any of this new information surprise 
you?  

 What was familiar? What additional 
information would you like to know that 
relates to this key topic? 

 How could you get that information?  

Introduction to the Framework:  Unit 1, Getting Ready   http://www.wested.org/facultyinitiative/  9 
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Unit 1 – Introduction to the Framework: 
Key Topic 1: Getting to Know the Organization of the 

California Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 2 
 

 

 
 

   
Focus of Unit 1 – Key Topic 1 

Students explore the organization of the California Preschool Curriculum 
Framework, Volume 2 and become familiar with what is included in the 
introductory chapters and the organization of the domain chapters. They 
also examine the relationship of the California Preschool Curriculum 
Framework, Volume 2 to the California Preschool Learning Foundations, 
Volume 2. 

Curriculum Alignment Project (CAP) Student Learning Outcomes 
The Curriculum Alignment Project’s (CAP) lower division eight courses and 
student learning outcomes are mapped onto each instructional guide key 
topics. See Appendix A for the specific student learning outcomes, 
objectives, and examples of course content and topics for the courses listed 
below. 

• Child Development and Learning 

• Culture, Diversity, and Equity 

• Observation, Screening, Assessment, and Documentation 

• Learning Environments and Curriculum 

• Health, Safety, and Nutrition 

• Professionalism 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Instructional Methodologies  

• Pairs work and discussion in pairs 

• Small group work 

• Jigsaw reading 

• Class presentation 

• Development of resource tool 

• Class discussion 

• Reflection—Individual 
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California Early Childhood Educator Competency Areas to Consider 

The Faculty Initiative Project will be undertaking a comprehensive process in 
the future to map the content of the instructional guides to the California 
Department of Education, Child Development Division’s California Early 
Childhood Educator Competencies. The “Competency Areas to Consider” 
below are listed in this instructional guide as a preliminary exploration of how 
particular competency areas might be addressed through these key topics.  

• Child Development and Learning 

• Culture, Diversity, and Equity 

• Observation, Screening, Assessment, and Documentation 

• Learning Environments and Curriculum 

• Health, Safety, and Nutrition 

• Professionalism 
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Unit 1 – Introduction to the Framework: 
Key Topic 1: Getting to Know the Organization of the 

California Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 2	
  
 

 

 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Before You Start 

Upon first acquaintance, many professionals and students alike have found the 
California Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 2 to be a comprehensive 
resource. By taking students through the structure of the publication, they will 
become familiar with it and enhance their use of this resource in the future. 
 
This key topic is intended to give students enough familiarity with the organization of 
the California Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 2 that they will be able to 
navigate the document and find pieces that they might want to use in the future as 
resources. It is not intended to provide deep exploration of any of this curriculum 
framework. Keep in mind that each of the three domain chapters in the curriculum 
framework is addressed with a full unit in this instructional guide, and each domain 
can be explored more fully in those units. 
 
There are three subtopics in this key topic: 
 
• Subtopic 1: What Is in Chapter 1 of the California Preschool Curriculum 

Framework, Volume 2. Subtopic 1 acquaints students with the organization and 
content of Chapter 1 of this curriculum framework. Chapter 1 provides 
information about components of the curriculum framework, its intended use, 
and the California Department of Education’s approach in developing it. For this 
chapter, it is best, as an introduction, to have students read and then discuss 
the content. Subtopic 1 provides a method for doing this.  
 

• Subtopic 2: What Is in the Domain Chapters. In Subtopic 2, the organization 
of Chapters 2, 3, and 4 in the curriculum framework is explored. These are 
chapters that refer to developmental domains and parallel the California 
Preschool Learning Foundations, Volume 2. One essential key to understanding 
these chapters and being able to use them is that, although there are many 
consistencies between them, they are not identical in organization. The active 
learning in this subtopic is designed to help students find the similarities and the 
differences in these three chapters. Handout 1, which is a listing of the guiding 
principles for the three domains of the California Preschool Curriculum 
Framework, Volume 2, is included with this key topic. An electronic version of 
this handout will be available when this instructional guide is online at 
www.wested.org/facultyinitiative. 

• Subtopic 3: Relation to the Foundations. Subtopic 3 focuses on the 
relationship between the California Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 2 
and the California Preschool Learning Foundations, Volume 2. The exercise in 
Subtopic 3 helps students see the link between these two publications. This  
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understanding is extremely important, and it is recommended that Subtopic 3 
always be included in the work in this key topic. In this subtopic, it will be 
important to point out that the foundations are the what and the curriculum 
framework is the how. The foundations are the what:  goal-like statements that 
describe what children typically learn and develop with optimal support. The 
curriculum framework is the how:  provides guidance for how teachers can 
intentionally support this learning and development.  
 
The framework does not, however, provide suggestions for working directly on 
any specific foundations. The framework suggests learning environments, 
materials, and strategies that provide repeated experiences for children as they 
progress in their learning and development in each domain.  
 
Handout 2, which is a copy of the Appendix of the California Preschool Learning 
Foundations, Volume 2, is included with this key topic. An electronic version of 
this handout will be available when this instructional guide is online at 
www.wested.org/facultyinitiative. 
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The following are important concepts for this unit: 
 
• The curriculum framework is designed to be used as a 

resource in curriculum planning. It is important to understand 
how the framework is organized and what is in it so that it 
can be used effectively. 

• The curriculum framework parallels the foundations. Part of 
the work in this key topic will be an introduction to the 
relationship between the foundations and the framework. 
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Subtopic 1: What Is in Chapter 1 of the California Preschool 
Curriculum Framework, Volume 2 
 
Getting it started 
This exercise can be done by individuals, pairs, or small groups, 
depending on the size of your group. This will be a chance for 
students to read different sections, become acquainted with 
these sections, and then share what they found with their peers. 
Students can read their assigned sections in or out of class.    
 
To assign sections of Chapter 1 to students, one option is to use 
the ten topics listed in the Table of Contents of the California 
Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 2 for this chapter. 
Since these topics are not equivalent in content, another option 
is to use the following sections from the California Preschool 
Curriculum Framework, Volume 2: 
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1. Introduction (pp. 2–3), California’s Preschool Children (pp. 

3–5), and Organization of the Framework (pp. 9–11) 

2. Eight Overarching Principles (pp. 5–9) 

3. English-Language Development and Learning in All 
Domains (pp. 11–14) and Universal Design for Learning (p. 
14) 

4. Curriculum Planning (pp. 14–19) 

5. The Daily Schedule (pp. 19–25) 

6. The Curriculum-Planning Process (pp. 25–27) and the 
Curriculum-Planning Cycle (pp. 27–34) 

7. Implementation of the Framework (pp. 34–38) 

Ask students to describe the content of their section(s) in three 
or four sentences. If they are doing this as a group, ask that the 
group develop one set of sentences. This will require them to 
succinctly summarize the key points and/or key concepts of the 
content. 
 
Keeping it going 
Reconvene as a large group, ask each student or group to 
indicate the location of their section within the California 
Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 2, then ask them to 
read aloud the key points and/or key concepts of the content.     
 
Putting it together 
After all students or groups 
have shared their key 
points and/or key concepts, 
ask the whole group: 
 
• In your section, what 

was new? 

• In your section, what 
was familiar? 

• What did you hear from 
someone else’s section that was new? 

• What did you hear from someone else’s section that was 
familiar? 

• How does this apply to your work? 
 

 
 

 

Online Options 
 

Instead of doing class 
presentations, students could 
review their assigned sections of 
Chapter 1 outside of class. 
Students could then post their 
key points/key concepts and their 
responses to the questions in the 
“Putting it together” section for 
instructor review.  
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These questions can also be asked as each student or group 
reads the sentences they have developed. 
 
Subtopic 2: What Is in the Domain Chapters  
 
Getting it started 
This exercise gives students a chance to become familiar with 
the organization of the three domain chapters of the California 
Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 2. 
The three domain chapters share many consistencies yet also 
have some differences. At this point, students are to engage not 
with content but with the structure of the chapters. Remember 
that the content of each domain chapter is given an entire unit 
later in this instructional guide.  
 
Organize the students into groups of three.  Within each group, 
assign to each student one of the paired topics listed below.  
Ask the students to tab with a Post-it® Note their topics as they 
appear within the three domains. 

The following list contains the main components or topics of 
each domain: 

• Domain Guiding Principles 
• Environment and Materials 

 
• Summary of Strands and Substrands 
• Vignettes and Teachable Moments 
 
• Interactions and Strategies 
• Research Highlights 
 
Keeping it going 
When the students have finished their tabbing, discuss ways in 
which these topics are consistent across domains and ways in 
which they are different. For example, what was consistent 
about the guiding principles? What was consistent about 
environment and materials? Try to direct students away from 
content, which they can encounter in the units relating to each 
domain chapter, and focus on the structure and the way they are 
organized and presented. Then do the same for each of the 
remaining paired topics. 
 
Finally, ask if there were any topics in their chapter that were left 
off this list. Ask them to find these and compare them domain to 
domain.  
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Putting it together 
Then ask these questions: 
 
• What stands out for you about the domain chapters? 

• How would you describe the consistencies to a peer? 

• How would you describe the differences to a peer? 

Taking it further 
While the students are still in their groups, ask them to review 
Handout 1, which is a summary of the guiding principles in each 
domain.  
 
Ask students again to note 
consistencies and differences 
and develop some descriptions 
of the principles that they could 
share with families. Here they 
will be working with content, 
which they did not do in the 
previous work. After all the 
domain principles have been 
read, conclude with a 
discussion  
of these questions: 

• What similarities do you notice? 

• What are some things that are unique to each domain? 
 

Subtopic 3: Relation to the Foundations 
Have the students continue to work in their groups of three. 
Within each group, assign one student to each of the three 
domains in the California Preschool Curriculum Framework, 
Volume 2 and ask the students to find the summary of strands 
and substrands for their domain. Then direct them to the 
Appendix of the California Preschool Learning Foundations, 
Volume 2 publication that begins on page 103. A copy of this 
Appendix can be found in Handout 2 following this key topic. 
This Appendix summarizes the domains, strands, substrands, 
and foundations for each of the three domains in the California 
Preschool Learning Foundations, Volume 2.  
 
Ask the students to compare these two documents and respond 
to these questions: 
 
• What do you see? 

• What stands out as you look across these two documents? 
 

 
 

 

Online Options 
 

Students could post their 
descriptions of their 
assigned domain’s guiding 
principles for families. 
Students could then 
compile the descriptions for 
all three domains into a 
resource tool to use in their 
work with families. 
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• Why do you think it is like that? 

In this discussion, as mentioned in the “Before You Start’ 
section, it will be important to emphasize that the foundations 
are the what and the curriculum framework is the how. The 
foundations are the what:  goal-like statements that describe 
what children typically learn and develop with optimal 
support. The framework does not, however, provide suggestions 
for working directly on any specific foundations.  
 
Students can explore the relationships between the foundations, 
the curriculum framework, and the Desired Results 
Developmental Profile (DRDP) in more depth in Unit 5 of this 
instructional guide. 

 

 
Reflection 

	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Slide	
  12	
  

 

 
 

 
The following questions can be used to support reflection on this 
key topic. It can be done for the key topic as a whole or for 
individual subtopics. These can be done as a personal 
journaling exercise, as an online discussion, or as a class 
discussion. 
 
• What was new information in this key topic? 

• Did any of this new information surprise you? 

• What was familiar? 

• What additional information 
would you like to know that 
relates to this key topic? 

• How could you get that 
information? 

 

 

 

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Online Options 
 

Students could have an 
online discussion of the 
questions in the “Reflection” 
section.  
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1 

Introduction to the Framework:  Unit1, Key Topic 1   http://www.wested.org/facultyinitiative/  1 

 The curriculum framework is designed 
to be used as a resource in curriculum 
planning. 

  It parallels the organization of the 
foundations. 

 Volume 2 addresses 
 Visual and Performing Arts 
 Physical Development 
 Health 

Introduction to the Framework:  Unit1, Key Topic 1   http://www.wested.org/facultyinitiative/  2 



2 

The foundations are the what and the 
curriculum framework is the how. 
 The foundations are goal-like statements 
that describe what children typically learn 
and develop with optimal support.  
 The curriculum framework provides 
guidance for how teachers can intentionally 
support this learning and development. 

Introduction to the Framework:  Unit1, Key Topic 1   http://www.wested.org/facultyinitiative/  3 

 The curriculum framework does not 
provide suggestions for working directly 
on any specific foundations.   

 The curriculum framework suggests 
learning environments, materials, and 
strategies that provide repeated 
experiences for children as they progress 
in their learning and development in each 
domain. 

Introduction to the Framework:  Unit1, Key Topic 1   http://www.wested.org/facultyinitiative/  4 



3 

1.  Introduction (pp. 2–3), California’s Preschool Children 
(pp. 3–5), Organization of the Framework (pp. 9–11) 

2.  Eight Overarching Principles (pp. 5–9) 
3.  English-Language Development and Learning in All 

Domains (pp. 11–14), Universal Design for Learning (p. 
14) 

4.  Curriculum Planning (pp. 14–19) 
5.  The Daily Schedule (pp. 19–25) 
6.  The Curriculum-Planning Process (pp. 25–27), the 

Curriculum-Planning Cycle (pp. 27–34) 
7.  Implementation of the Framework (pp. 34–38) 

Introduction to the Framework:  Unit1, Key Topic 1   http://www.wested.org/facultyinitiative/  5 

 What was new? 
 What was familiar? 
 What did you hear from someone else 

that was new? 
 What did you hear from someone else 

section that was familiar? 
 How does this apply to your work? 

Introduction to the Framework:  Unit1, Key Topic 1   http://www.wested.org/facultyinitiative/  6 



4 

 Domain Guiding Principles 
 Environment and Materials 

  Summary of Strands and Substrands 
 Vignettes and Teachable Moments 

  Interactions and Strategies 
 Research Highlights 

Introduction to the Framework:  Unit1, Key Topic 1   http://www.wested.org/facultyinitiative/  7 

 What stands out for you about the 
domain chapters? 

 How would you describe the 
consistencies to a peer? 

 How would you describe the differences 
to a peer? 

Introduction to the Framework:  Unit1, Key Topic 1   http://www.wested.org/facultyinitiative/  8 
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Introduction to the Framework:  Unit1, Key Topic 1   http://www.wested.org/facultyinitiative/  9 

In the guiding principles for each domain:  
 What similarities  
do you notice? 
 What are some  
things that are  
unique to each  
domain? 

Introduction to the Framework:  Unit1, Key Topic 1   http://www.wested.org/facultyinitiative/  10 



6 

Comparing the two documents: 
 What do you see? 
 What stands out as you look across 

these two documents? 
 Why do you think it is like that? 

Introduction to the Framework:  Unit1, Key Topic 1   http://www.wested.org/facultyinitiative/  11 

 What was new information in this key 
topic? 

 Did any of this new information surprise 
you?  

 What was familiar? What additional 
information would you like to know that 
relates to this key topic? 

 How could you get that information?  

Introduction to the Framework:  Unit1, Key Topic 1   http://www.wested.org/facultyinitiative/  12 
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Unit 1 – Introduction to the Framework: 
Key Topic 2: Getting to Know the Eight Overarching 

Principles 
 

 

 
 

   
Focus of Unit 1 – Key Topic 2 

Students become familiar with each of the eight overarching principles that 
guided the development of the California Preschool Curriculum Framework, 
Volume 2. 

Curriculum Alignment Project (CAP) Student Learning Outcomes 
The Curriculum Alignment Project’s (CAP) lower division eight courses and 
student learning outcomes are mapped onto each instructional guide key 
topic. See Appendix A for the specific student learning outcomes, objectives, 
and examples of course content and topics for the courses listed below. 

• Child, Growth, and Development 

• Child, Family, and Community 

• Introduction to Curriculum 

• Principles and Practices of Teaching Young Children 

• Observation and Assessment 

• Health, Safety, and Nutrition 

• Teaching in a Diverse Society 

• Practicum-Field Experience 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Instructional Methodologies  

• Class presentation 

• Peer review and feedback 

• Pairs work and discussion in pairs 

• Small group work 

• Reflective discussion—small group 

• Observation 

• Panel 

• Jigsaw reading 
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• Reflection—individual 

• Reflective discussion—large group 
 

 

California Early Childhood Educator Competency Areas to Consider 

The Faculty Initiative Project will be undertaking a comprehensive process in 
the future to map the content of the instructional guides to the California 
Department of Education, Child Development Division’s California Early 
Childhood Educator Competencies. The “Competency Areas to Consider” 
below are listed in this instructional guide as a preliminary exploration of how 
particular competency areas might be addressed through these key topics.  
 

• Child Development and Learning 

• Culture, Diversity, and Equity 

• Relationships, Interactions, and Guidance 

• Family and Community Engagement 

• Observation, Screening, Assessment, and Documentation 

• Learning Environments and Curriculum 

• Health, Safety, and Nutrition 

• Professionalism 
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Unit 1 – Introduction to the Framework: 
Key Topic 2: Getting to Know the Eight Overarching 

Principles 
 

 

 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Before You Start 

This is an opportunity for each student to become familiar with all eight overarching 
principles. Also, in Unit 5 of this instructional guide, there is another possibility for 
deeper exploration of the eight overarching principles. In Unit 5, students could use 
the eight overarching principles as a way to reflect on and review self-developed 
and/or commercially available curricula.  
 
For this exercise, students will need to read the relevant pages of Chapter 1 in the 
California Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 2. Students could read pages 
5–9 relating to the eight overarching principles and do the first piece of the following 
exercise before they come to class, or class time could be used for the initial 
reading and writing.  
 
For students who have had more experience working or observing in early care and 
education settings, moving directly to the “Putting It Together” section of the active 
learning exercise is suggested. 
 
The first part of the following exercise is to be done by students individually, and 
then there is a whole group discussion. The initial segments of this exercise that are 
done individually could be done as an online assignment.  
 
Before beginning the discussion segment of this exercise, prepare one large label 
for each of the eight overarching principles. These could be taped in different areas 
of the room. This could be done with chart paper or just written on sheets of paper; 
half sheets that have a sticky backing (e.g., large Post-it® Notes) work particularly 
well. For very large groups, small groupings could be developed for the discussion. 
Each grouping could then respond to the questions as a group and share their 
responses with the whole class. 
 
Handout 1, which lists the eight overarching principles with a question for each 
principle, is provided at the end of this key topic. Handout 2, which students use to 
relate the guiding principles for each domain to the eight overarching principles, is 
also included with this key topic. An electronic version of both handouts will be 
available when this instructional guide is online at www.wested.org/facultyinitiative.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Introduction to the Fram
ew

ork: 
K

ey Topic 2 – G
etting to K

now
 the E

ight O
verarching P

rinciples 



DRAFT September 15, 2013  Unit 1, Key Topic 2    

Faculty Initiative Project Instructional Guide for the California Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 2 
Introduction to the Framework 
CDE/Child Development Division and WestEd Center for Child and Family Studies 
May be duplicated for educational purposes only.	
  

39	
  

  

Information 
Delivery 
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The following are key concepts for this key topic: 
 
• Here are some dictionary definitions of “principle”: basic 

assumption, value-based standard, belief- and ethics-based 
characteristics. 

• The eight overarching principles in the California Preschool 
Curriculum Framework, Volume 2 (PCF, V2) are derived 
from research on what is effective practice and what 
supports children’s learning and development (PCF, V2, pp. 
5-6). 

• These eight overarching principles have guided the 
development of the curriculum framework and are intended 
to provide children individually, culturally, and linguistically 
responsive learning experiences and environments (PCF, 
V2, p. 5). 

 
Active 
Learning 
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Getting it started 
Ask each student to read pages 5–9 of the California Preschool 
Curriculum Framework, Volume 2, and, for each of the eight 
overarching principles, find one key sentence or phrase that 
they think would be important to remember in their work. 
 
Then ask them to 
write out these key 
sentences or 
phrases on 
separate half 
sheets or half-
sheet Post-it® 
Notes. If they do 
the reading and 
writing out of class 
or online, ask them 
to bring these written statements to class. 
 
Keeping it going 
Then ask them to tape or somehow attach each of their half 
sheets under the appropriate label that have been posted 
around the room. Ask students to circulate and view each of the 
collections of key sentences or phrases. 
 
Provide an opportunity for students to reflect on what they see. 
Asking the following questions helps to support this process: 
 
• How were the key points and phrases similar across 

students’ responses?  

 
 

 

Online Options 
 

Have students post online their key 
sentences or phrases for each overarching 
principle. Upon instructor’s recommendation, 
students can then read their classmates’ 
postings and be prepared to discuss in class 
the questions listed in the “Keeping it going” 
section. 
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Principles 
Basic assumptions; value-based standards; 
belief- and ethics-based characteristics. 
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Eight overarching principles in the California 
Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 2 
 Derived from research on what is effective 
practice and what supports children’s learning 
and development (PCF, V2, pp. 5-6). 
 Guided the development of the curriculum 
framework.  
 Intended to provide children individually, 
culturally, and linguistically responsive learning 
experiences and environments (PCF, V2, p. 5).  
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The eight overarching principles in the 
California Preschool Curriculum Framework, 
Volume 2 include: 
1. Relationships are central. 
2. Play is a primary context for learning. 
3. Learning is integrated. 
4. Intentional teaching enhances children’s 
learning experiences. 
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5.  Family and community partnerships 
create meaningful connections.  

6.  Individualization of learning includes all 
children. 

7.  Responsiveness to culture and language 
supports children’s learning. 

8.  Time for reflection and planning 
enhances teaching. 

Introduction to the Framework:  Unit1, Key Topic 2   http://www.wested.org/facultyinitiative/  5 

  How were the key points and phrases similar?   
  Were there some that occurred more 

frequently than others?  Why? 
  Where were there differences? What might 

account for these differences? 
  Do you agree or disagree with any that were 

different from yours?  
  Would you change any of yours after seeing 

any that are different?  
  What does this tell you about the eight 

overarching principles? 
Introduction to the Framework:  Unit1, Key Topic 2   http://www.wested.org/facultyinitiative/  6 
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Where or when have you seen the eight 
overarching principles carried out in 
early childhood settings? 
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Relationships are central 
 How are relationships made central? 

Play is a primary context for learning 
 What evidence is there that play is a 

primary context for learning? 

Learning is integrated 
 What do you see that suggests that 

learning is integrated? 
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Intentional teaching enhances children’s 
learning experiences 
 What examples of intentional teaching 
have you seen? 

Family and community partnerships create 
meaningful connections 
 How are meaningful connections made 
with families and communities? 
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Individualization of learning includes all children 
 How are learning opportunities provided for all 
children as individuals? 

Responsiveness to culture and language supports 
children’s learning 
 How is children’s learning supported with 
responsiveness to culture and language? 

Time for reflection and planning enhances teaching 
 How is time provided for teachers to reflect 
and plan? 
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 Was there anything about this activity 
that was difficult? Why? 

 Where were there some close matches? 
 Where were there guiding principles for 

the domain that did not seem to relate 
to any of the eight overarching 
principles? 

 What does this tell you about the eight 
overarching principles? About the guiding 
principles for each domain? 
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 What was new information in this key 
topic? 

 How did this new information surprise 
you?  

 What was familiar?  
 What additional information would you 

like to know that relates to this key topic? 
 How could you get that information?  
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Review the guiding principles in the 
following document: 

 Preschool English Learners: Principles and 
Practices to Promote Language, Literacy, and 
Learning, 2009. 2nd ed. Sacramento: 
California Department of Education. 
◦ Ten principles are found throughout the guide 

and summarized in Appendix A on page 93.  
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Review the guiding principles in the following 
document: 

 “Early Childhood Curriculum, Assessment, and 
Program Evaluation: Building an Effective, 
Accountable System in Programs for Children Birth 
through Age 8.”  

 Position statement with expanded 
resources by the National Association for the 
Education of Young Children (NAEYC), 2003.   
◦  The guiding principles and values are on page 5.  

Available at http://naeyc.org/positionstatements/cape.  
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Compare these principles with the eight 
overarching principles in the California 
Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 2 
 Where are the similarities? What do 
these similarities tell us about what is 
important in the field of early care and 
education?  
 Where are the differences? Why might 
there be these differences?  
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Unit 1 – Introduction to the Framework: 
Key Topic 3: Getting to Know the Curriculum-Planning 

Cycle 
 

 

 
 

   
Focus of Unit 1 – Key Topic 3 

Students become acquainted with the curriculum-planning cycle and its 
components as described in Chapter 1 of the California Preschool 
Curriculum Framework, Volume 2. 

Curriculum Alignment Project (CAP) Student Learning Outcomes 
The Curriculum Alignment Project’s (CAP) lower division eight courses and 
student learning outcomes are mapped onto each instructional guide key 
topic. See Appendix A for the specific student learning outcomes, objectives, 
and examples of course content and topics for the courses listed below. 

• Child, Growth, and Development 

• Introduction to Curriculum 

• Principles and Practices of Teaching Young Children 

• Teaching in a Diverse Society 

• Practicum-Field Experience 

Instructional Methodologies  

• Pairs work and discussion in pairs 

• Small group work 

• Class discussion 

• Panel 

• Reflection—individual 

• Short paper 

 
 
 
 
 
 

California Early Childhood Educator Competency Areas to Consider 

The Faculty Initiative Project will be undertaking a comprehensive process in 
the future to map the content of the instructional guides to the California 
Department of Education, Child Development Division’s California Early  
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Childhood Educator Competencies. The “Competency Areas to Consider” 
below are listed in this instructional guide as a preliminary exploration of how 
particular competency areas might be addressed through these key topics.  

• Child Development and Learning 

• Culture, Diversity, and Equity 

• Family and Community Engagement 

• Dual-Language Development 

• Observation, Screening, Assessment, and Documentation 

• Learning Environments and Curriculum 

• Health, Safety, and Nutrition 

• Leadership in Early Childhood Education 

• Professionalism 

• Administration and Supervision 
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Unit 1 – Introduction to the Framework: 
Key Topic 3: Getting to Know the Curriculum-Planning 

Cycle 
 

 

 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Before You Start 

This key topic is designed to acquaint students with the curriculum-planning cycle 
as described in Chapter 1 of the California Preschool Curriculum Framework, 
Volume 2 on pages 27–34. It is intended to support students in furthering their 
understanding of the components of the cycle: observe, document, plan, and 
implement. Reflection is the link that ties the steps of the cycle together. The 
importance of partnering with families throughout this cycle is also emphasized.  
 
This key topic addresses the practices of observation, assessment, and curriculum 
planning, but is not intended to be a more than an introduction to these practices. It 
will be important, as students work through the California Preschool Curriculum 
Framework, Volume 2, that they understand the recommended planning cycle that 
is presented in the framework. Further use of the curriculum-planning cycle is 
described in Unit 5 of this instructional guide as a way to integrate curriculum 
planning across developmental domains and into daily schedules and routines. 
 
Before asking students to begin the active learning exercises, it is recommended 
that faculty become familiar with the graphic, located on page 27 of the California 
Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 2, or on slide 2 of the accompanying 
PowerPoint for this key topic. It is suggested that this graphic be reproduced on 
chart paper or projected upon either paper or a whiteboard. Students will interact 
with the graphic by attaching definitions that they develop.  
 
The first part of this exercise, “Getting it started,” could be done by students 
individually online or as an out-of-class writing exercise and then brought to class 
for the remainder of the work.  
 
This exercise can be done with students working in pairs or small groups. Since 
there are a limited number of topics to be assigned, there will likely be more than 
one pair or group working on the same topic. This can yield varying responses, but 
there should be room for discussion and guidance with those responses. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Information 
Delivery 

 
The following key concepts are suggested for this topic. It will be 
helpful to introduce these concepts before doing the active 
learning exercise and to return to them frequently. 
 
• The curriculum-planning cycle is a recurring cycle; there is 

always some part of the cycle engaged for individual  
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children, for small groups, and for large groups.  

• The graphic on page 27 of the California Preschool 
Curriculum Framework, Volume 2 illustrates the cycle as a 
recurring cycle.  

• Reflection is the “glue” that connects the various 
components of the cycle.  

• The components of the cycle are implemented repeatedly in 
daily routines and activities and across environments, 
materials, and interactions. 

• Documentation is a process as well as a product. 

 
Active 
Learning 

	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Slide	
  5	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

 
Getting it started 
Students could work in pairs or small groups, using the text on 
pages 27–31 in the framework to develop definitions—not 
examples—for the following components of the curriculum- 
planning cycle: 
 
• Observing 

• Documenting 

• Planning 

• Implementing 
 

Some students find it difficult to distinguish between definitions 
and examples, so it might 
take some discussion to 
clarify this. Also, some of 
these components have 
readily available 
definitions while others 
do not, so developing 
definitions might require 
some extra effort for 
some groups. Make sure 
each group has read 
through the text because 
some of these terms 
have more than one 
potential definition. 
 
When the students have their definitions, go through the 
components one by one and ask for the definitions for each. If 
more than one group is working on the same definition, try to 
come to agreement on one definition. 
 

 
 

 

Online Options 
 

Students individually develop 
definitions for the four components of 
the planning cycle outside of class 
and post them online. Upon 
instructor’s recommendation, 
students could review their 
classmates’ definitions to prepare for 
a class discussion to come to 
consensus on a definition for each 
component.  
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Keeping it going 
When you have agreed upon one definition for each component, 
ask someone to write it out on a sheet that is large enough for 
all to see. If using an LCD projector, it is still recommended to 
have these definitions on large sheets of paper.   
 
Reproduce a large version of the graphic that is on page 27 of 
the California Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 2 on a 
large sheet of paper on the wall or project the graphic onto the 
paper or an interactive whiteboard. Attach or include the 
definitions for observing, documenting, planning, and 
implementing onto this larger graphic. Review this expanded 
image of the planning cycle by reading through it with students. 
 
Now ask students, still working in their groups, to find examples 
of reflection in pages 27–31. If time permits, ask students to find 
as many examples as they can.  
 
Next, ask students to discuss 
how reflection—and 
discussion based on 
reflection—can be helpful as 
they move through the cycle. 
For example, how is 
reflection helpful in going 
from documenting to 
planning or from observing to 
documenting? 
What does it add to the 
process? 
 
Taking it further 
Now ask students to read about partnering with families and 
making connections to families and communities on pages 31– 
34 of the California Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 2. 
Ask them to think about each component of the cycle and how 
they could partner with families in each component. Ask 

students to work in their groups to 
generate three examples for 
each component. Add these to 
the graphic that has been 
developed. 
 
If possible, make copies of the 
expanded graphic for students so 

that they can have it available as 
they go through the California Preschool Curriculum Framework, 
Volume 2. 
 

 
 

 

Online Options 
 

After agreement has been 
reached on the definitions, 
students could continue to 
work out-of-class by posting 
examples of reflection and 
describe how reflection is 
helpful in moving from one 
phase of the cycle to the next.  
 

Online Options 
 

Students could post their 
ideas for partnering with 
families in each phase of the 
planning cycle.  
 



DRAFT September 15, 2013  Unit 1, Key Topic 3    

Faculty Initiative Project Instructional Guide for the California Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 2 
Introduction to the Framework 
CDE/Child Development Division and WestEd Center for Child and Family Studies 
May be duplicated for educational purposes only.	
  

51	
  

	
  

	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Slide	
  9	
  

	
  

	
  

 

 

 
 
 
Putting it together 
Depending on the focus of your particular course or students, 
continue the work on this key topic by asking a few practicing  
professionals to take part in a panel discussion. The discussion 
could center on how this cycle functions in an ongoing program. 
It would be helpful to ask participants to bring any planning 
forms that they use regularly in their programs. 
 
Students can generate questions for the panelists in advance, 
but try to keep the questions focused on the curriculum-planning 
cycle as it is described in the California Preschool Curriculum 
Framework, Volume 2. Here are some possible questions: 
 
• How are observations recorded? 

• How is reflection supported and facilitated? 

• What are your systems for documentation? 

• How and when does planning occur? Who is involved? 

• How does planning account for individual work, small group 
activities, and teacher-directed activities? 

• How do observations and reflection influence daily routines? 

• How are families involved in the planning cycle? 

 

 
Reflection 
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The following questions can be used to support reflection on this 
key topic. These can be done as a journaling exercise or as a 
class discussion. 
 
• Were there any new insights in this key topic? 

• How did this new information surprise you? 

• What was familiar? 

• How can you use this in your work now or in the future? 

• What additional information would you like to know that 
relates to this key topic? 

• How could you get that information? 
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Students can have deeper experience with the curriculum-
planning cycle across domains in Unit 5 of this instructional  
guide in Key Topics 1 and 2. The following exercise can be used 
for students as a way to look ahead to Unit 5.  
 
There are several frequently used early care and education 
curricula that also suggest a curriculum-planning cycle. Ask 
students to find one or two of these. If students are currently 
working in an early care and education program, be sure they 
include the planning cycle they use, either from a commercial 
curriculum they use or from what has been developed within 
their program. Ask them to compare the curriculum-planning 
cycle in the California Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 
2 to the cycle in each of these 
other curricula. The 
following questions could be 
used in the comparison: 
 
• Are the components the 

same? 

• Is the cycle the same? 

• Where are there 

differences? 

• What do these similarities and differences say about the 

curriculum-planning cycle in early care and education? 

	
  

Online Options 
 

Students could post 
descriptions of planning cycles 
found in different curricula. 
After reviewing the different 
descriptions, students then 
write a short paper responding 
to the following four questions. 
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 The curriculum-planning cycle is a 
recurring cycle. 

 Any part of the cycle can be engaged for 
individual children, for small groups, and 
for large groups.  

 The components of the cycle are 
implemented repeatedly in daily routines 
and activities and across environments, 
materials, and interactions. 
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 Reflection is the “glue” that connects the 
various components of the cycle.  

 Documentation is a process as well as a 
product.  
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Review pages 27-31 in the framework to 
define: 
  Observing 
  Documenting 
  Planning 
  Implementing 
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Review pages 27-31 in the framework to 
find examples of reflection. 

 How can reflection and discussion based 
on reflection be helpful as you move 
through the cycle? 

 How is reflection helpful in going from 
documenting to planning or from 
observing to documenting? 

 What does reflection add to the process? 
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How could you partner 
with families in each 
component of the 
curriculum planning cycle?  
(pages 31-34) 
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  How are observations recorded? 
  How is reflection supported and facilitated? 
  What are your systems for documentation? 
  How and when does planning occur? Who is 

involved? 
  How does planning account for individual work, 

small group activities, and teacher-directed 
activities? 

  How do observations and reflection influence 
daily routines? 

  How are families involved in the planning cycle?  
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  Were there any new insights in this key 
topic? 

  How did this new information surprise you? 
  What was familiar? 
  How can you use this in your work now or 

in the future? 
  What additional information would you like 

to know that relates to this key topic? 
  How could you get that information?  
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6 

Compare the curriculum-planning cycle in the 
California Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 2 
to the cycle in the other curricula.  

  Are the components the same? 
  Is the cycle the same? 
  Where are there differences? 
  What do these similarities and differences  

say about the curriculum-planning cycle in 
early care and education?  
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