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Unit 1 – Introduction to the Framework: 
Key Topic 1: Getting to Know the Organization of the 

California Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 2 
 

 

 
 

   
Focus of Unit 1 – Key Topic 1 

Students explore the organization of the California Preschool Curriculum 
Framework, Volume 2 and become familiar with what is included in the 
introductory chapters and the organization of the domain chapters. They 
also examine the relationship of the California Preschool Curriculum 
Framework, Volume 2 to the California Preschool Learning Foundations, 
Volume 2. 

Curriculum Alignment Project (CAP) Student Learning Outcomes 
The Curriculum Alignment Project’s (CAP) lower division eight courses and 
student learning outcomes are mapped onto each instructional guide key 
topics. See Appendix A for the specific student learning outcomes, 
objectives, and examples of course content and topics for the courses listed 
below. 

• Child Development and Learning 

• Culture, Diversity, and Equity 

• Observation, Screening, Assessment, and Documentation 

• Learning Environments and Curriculum 

• Health, Safety, and Nutrition 

• Professionalism 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Instructional Methodologies  

• Pairs work and discussion in pairs 

• Small group work 

• Jigsaw reading 

• Class presentation 

• Development of resource tool 

• Class discussion 

• Reflection—Individual 
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California Early Childhood Educator Competency Areas to Consider 

The Faculty Initiative Project will be undertaking a comprehensive process in 
the future to map the content of the instructional guides to the California 
Department of Education, Child Development Division’s California Early 
Childhood Educator Competencies. The “Competency Areas to Consider” 
below are listed in this instructional guide as a preliminary exploration of how 
particular competency areas might be addressed through these key topics.  

• Child Development and Learning 

• Culture, Diversity, and Equity 

• Observation, Screening, Assessment, and Documentation 

• Learning Environments and Curriculum 

• Health, Safety, and Nutrition 

• Professionalism 
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Unit 1 – Introduction to the Framework: 
Key Topic 1: Getting to Know the Organization of the 

California Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 2	
  
 

 

 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Before You Start 

Upon first acquaintance, many professionals and students alike have found the 
California Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 2 to be a comprehensive 
resource. By taking students through the structure of the publication, they will 
become familiar with it and enhance their use of this resource in the future. 
 
This key topic is intended to give students enough familiarity with the organization of 
the California Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 2 that they will be able to 
navigate the document and find pieces that they might want to use in the future as 
resources. It is not intended to provide deep exploration of any of this curriculum 
framework. Keep in mind that each of the three domain chapters in the curriculum 
framework is addressed with a full unit in this instructional guide, and each domain 
can be explored more fully in those units. 
 
There are three subtopics in this key topic: 
 
• Subtopic 1: What Is in Chapter 1 of the California Preschool Curriculum 

Framework, Volume 2. Subtopic 1 acquaints students with the organization and 
content of Chapter 1 of this curriculum framework. Chapter 1 provides 
information about components of the curriculum framework, its intended use, 
and the California Department of Education’s approach in developing it. For this 
chapter, it is best, as an introduction, to have students read and then discuss 
the content. Subtopic 1 provides a method for doing this.  
 

• Subtopic 2: What Is in the Domain Chapters. In Subtopic 2, the organization 
of Chapters 2, 3, and 4 in the curriculum framework is explored. These are 
chapters that refer to developmental domains and parallel the California 
Preschool Learning Foundations, Volume 2. One essential key to understanding 
these chapters and being able to use them is that, although there are many 
consistencies between them, they are not identical in organization. The active 
learning in this subtopic is designed to help students find the similarities and the 
differences in these three chapters. Handout 1, which is a listing of the guiding 
principles for the three domains of the California Preschool Curriculum 
Framework, Volume 2, is included with this key topic. An electronic version of 
this handout will be available when this instructional guide is online at 
www.wested.org/facultyinitiative. 

• Subtopic 3: Relation to the Foundations. Subtopic 3 focuses on the 
relationship between the California Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 2 
and the California Preschool Learning Foundations, Volume 2. The exercise in 
Subtopic 3 helps students see the link between these two publications. This  
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understanding is extremely important, and it is recommended that Subtopic 3 
always be included in the work in this key topic. In this subtopic, it will be 
important to point out that the foundations are the what and the curriculum 
framework is the how. The foundations are the what:  goal-like statements that 
describe what children typically learn and develop with optimal support. The 
curriculum framework is the how:  provides guidance for how teachers can 
intentionally support this learning and development.  
 
The framework does not, however, provide suggestions for working directly on 
any specific foundations. The framework suggests learning environments, 
materials, and strategies that provide repeated experiences for children as they 
progress in their learning and development in each domain.  
 
Handout 2, which is a copy of the Appendix of the California Preschool Learning 
Foundations, Volume 2, is included with this key topic. An electronic version of 
this handout will be available when this instructional guide is online at 
www.wested.org/facultyinitiative. 

 

 

   

Information 
Delivery 
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The following are important concepts for this unit: 
 
• The curriculum framework is designed to be used as a 

resource in curriculum planning. It is important to understand 
how the framework is organized and what is in it so that it 
can be used effectively. 

• The curriculum framework parallels the foundations. Part of 
the work in this key topic will be an introduction to the 
relationship between the foundations and the framework. 

 
Active 
Learning 
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Subtopic 1: What Is in Chapter 1 of the California Preschool 
Curriculum Framework, Volume 2 
 
Getting it started 
This exercise can be done by individuals, pairs, or small groups, 
depending on the size of your group. This will be a chance for 
students to read different sections, become acquainted with 
these sections, and then share what they found with their peers. 
Students can read their assigned sections in or out of class.    
 
To assign sections of Chapter 1 to students, one option is to use 
the ten topics listed in the Table of Contents of the California 
Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 2 for this chapter. 
Since these topics are not equivalent in content, another option 
is to use the following sections from the California Preschool 
Curriculum Framework, Volume 2: 
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1. Introduction (pp. 2–3), California’s Preschool Children (pp. 

3–5), and Organization of the Framework (pp. 9–11) 

2. Eight Overarching Principles (pp. 5–9) 

3. English-Language Development and Learning in All 
Domains (pp. 11–14) and Universal Design for Learning (p. 
14) 

4. Curriculum Planning (pp. 14–19) 

5. The Daily Schedule (pp. 19–25) 

6. The Curriculum-Planning Process (pp. 25–27) and the 
Curriculum-Planning Cycle (pp. 27–34) 

7. Implementation of the Framework (pp. 34–38) 

Ask students to describe the content of their section(s) in three 
or four sentences. If they are doing this as a group, ask that the 
group develop one set of sentences. This will require them to 
succinctly summarize the key points and/or key concepts of the 
content. 
 
Keeping it going 
Reconvene as a large group, ask each student or group to 
indicate the location of their section within the California 
Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 2, then ask them to 
read aloud the key points and/or key concepts of the content.     
 
Putting it together 
After all students or groups 
have shared their key 
points and/or key concepts, 
ask the whole group: 
 
• In your section, what 

was new? 

• In your section, what 
was familiar? 

• What did you hear from 
someone else’s section that was new? 

• What did you hear from someone else’s section that was 
familiar? 

• How does this apply to your work? 
 

 
 

 

Online Options 
 

Instead of doing class 
presentations, students could 
review their assigned sections of 
Chapter 1 outside of class. 
Students could then post their 
key points/key concepts and their 
responses to the questions in the 
“Putting it together” section for 
instructor review.  
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These questions can also be asked as each student or group 
reads the sentences they have developed. 
 
Subtopic 2: What Is in the Domain Chapters  
 
Getting it started 
This exercise gives students a chance to become familiar with 
the organization of the three domain chapters of the California 
Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 2. 
The three domain chapters share many consistencies yet also 
have some differences. At this point, students are to engage not 
with content but with the structure of the chapters. Remember 
that the content of each domain chapter is given an entire unit 
later in this instructional guide.  
 
Organize the students into groups of three.  Within each group, 
assign to each student one of the paired topics listed below.  
Ask the students to tab with a Post-it® Note their topics as they 
appear within the three domains. 

The following list contains the main components or topics of 
each domain: 

• Domain Guiding Principles 
• Environment and Materials 

 
• Summary of Strands and Substrands 
• Vignettes and Teachable Moments 
 
• Interactions and Strategies 
• Research Highlights 
 
Keeping it going 
When the students have finished their tabbing, discuss ways in 
which these topics are consistent across domains and ways in 
which they are different. For example, what was consistent 
about the guiding principles? What was consistent about 
environment and materials? Try to direct students away from 
content, which they can encounter in the units relating to each 
domain chapter, and focus on the structure and the way they are 
organized and presented. Then do the same for each of the 
remaining paired topics. 
 
Finally, ask if there were any topics in their chapter that were left 
off this list. Ask them to find these and compare them domain to 
domain.  
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Putting it together 
Then ask these questions: 
 
• What stands out for you about the domain chapters? 

• How would you describe the consistencies to a peer? 

• How would you describe the differences to a peer? 

Taking it further 
While the students are still in their groups, ask them to review 
Handout 1, which is a summary of the guiding principles in each 
domain.  
 
Ask students again to note 
consistencies and differences 
and develop some descriptions 
of the principles that they could 
share with families. Here they 
will be working with content, 
which they did not do in the 
previous work. After all the 
domain principles have been 
read, conclude with a 
discussion  
of these questions: 

• What similarities do you notice? 

• What are some things that are unique to each domain? 
 

Subtopic 3: Relation to the Foundations 
Have the students continue to work in their groups of three. 
Within each group, assign one student to each of the three 
domains in the California Preschool Curriculum Framework, 
Volume 2 and ask the students to find the summary of strands 
and substrands for their domain. Then direct them to the 
Appendix of the California Preschool Learning Foundations, 
Volume 2 publication that begins on page 103. A copy of this 
Appendix can be found in Handout 2 following this key topic. 
This Appendix summarizes the domains, strands, substrands, 
and foundations for each of the three domains in the California 
Preschool Learning Foundations, Volume 2.  
 
Ask the students to compare these two documents and respond 
to these questions: 
 
• What do you see? 

• What stands out as you look across these two documents? 
 

 
 

 

Online Options 
 

Students could post their 
descriptions of their 
assigned domain’s guiding 
principles for families. 
Students could then 
compile the descriptions for 
all three domains into a 
resource tool to use in their 
work with families. 
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• Why do you think it is like that? 

In this discussion, as mentioned in the “Before You Start’ 
section, it will be important to emphasize that the foundations 
are the what and the curriculum framework is the how. The 
foundations are the what:  goal-like statements that describe 
what children typically learn and develop with optimal 
support. The framework does not, however, provide suggestions 
for working directly on any specific foundations.  
 
Students can explore the relationships between the foundations, 
the curriculum framework, and the Desired Results 
Developmental Profile (DRDP) in more depth in Unit 5 of this 
instructional guide. 
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  	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Slide	
  12	
  

 

 
 

 
The following questions can be used to support reflection on this 
key topic. It can be done for the key topic as a whole or for 
individual subtopics. These can be done as a personal 
journaling exercise, as an online discussion, or as a class 
discussion. 
 
• What was new information in this key topic? 

• Did any of this new information surprise you? 

• What was familiar? 

• What additional information 
would you like to know that 
relates to this key topic? 

• How could you get that 
information? 

 

 

 

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Online Options 
 

Students could have an 
online discussion of the 
questions in the “Reflection” 
section.  
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Guiding Principles in Each Domain  
 

 
 

 
 
 
  

 
Visual and Performing Arts 

 

 
Physical Development 

 
Health 

The arts are inclusive of all children. 
 

Developmentally appropriate movement programs 
accommodate a variety of individual differences 
among children. 

Health knowledge is individualized. 

The arts are a language that is common to all. 
 

Children often learn best through maximum active 
participation. 

Preschool children and their families possess 
diverse backgrounds and cultural practices. 

The arts promote dispositions for learning. 
 

The physical safety of children’s play environments 
should be of paramount importance at all times. 

Learning about health practices has a language 
component. 

Children make their own meaning. 
 

Family members working as partners with teachers 
are key to enriching the physical development of 
children. 

Children’s personal health status (i.e., physical, 
mental, emotional) affects their ability to learn 
and develop in all domains. 

Children are capable of creating original art in all its 
forms. 
 

Inclusion of children with special needs is beneficial 
to all and promotes greater understanding of and 
respect for diversity. 

The overall theme of health education for 
preschool is personal health. 

Children learn about human connections, beauty, 
and appreciation of the arts. 
 

Children are multisensory learners with unique 
learning styles. 

Children learn through their experiences, 
including play, routines and scripts, modeling, 
and developing and sustaining relationships at 
preschool. 

The child’s work is play. 
 

To maximize teaching effectiveness, movement skill 
learning should first focus on how children are 
moving their bodies. 

Practicing scripts, or behavioral rules, can foster 
development of certain health-promoting 
behaviors or skills. 

Children are active learners who thrive when 
challenged appropriately. 
 

Children generally learn new movement skills more 
easily when they can focus on one specific aspect 
of the skill at a time. 

The preschool program provides both indoor and 
outdoor environments that are safe and 
appropriate, challenging, and inviting for all 
children. 

Arts experiences for preschoolers are more about 
process than product. 
 

Children benefit from ample opportunities to practice 
new physical skills. 

Teachers help children feel secure by assuring 
them that there are adults who will take care of 
them (e.g., parents, family members, teachers, 
health care providers, special-needs assistants).  

The arts reinforce the integrated nature of learning. 
 

Children benefit from integrated learning activities 
across the curriculum. 

 

Cultural competence is approached through art. 
 

Frequency, intensity, type, and duration are the four 
key parameters to designing active physical play to 
enhance children’s fitness and health. 

 

The arts are motivating and engaging for learners. 
 

 

Physical skills are more easily learned when clear 
instructions and appropriate feedback are provided 
in children’s home language using familiar 
communication methods. 

 

Art can nurture the nurturer. 
 

  

The arts provide a unique means for families to 
interact. 
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