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Visual and Performing Arts: 
Exploring Across Domains as Visual and Performing 

Artists 

 

 
 

   

Focus Statement  

Students identify relationships among the strands in the visual and 
performing arts domain by developing scenarios of foundations in the 
strands to role-play and to discuss where they see these relationships. 
Students will also have the opportunity to identify relationships between the 
strands in the visual and performing arts, the physical development, and the 
health domains.!
!

Curriculum Alignment Project (CAP) Student Learning Outcomes 

The Curriculum Alignment Project’s (CAP) lower division eight courses and 

student learning outcomes are mapped onto each instructional guide 

learning experience. See Appendix A for the specific student learning 

outcomes, objectives, and examples of course content and topics for the 

courses listed below. 

• Child Growth and Development 

• Introduction to Curriculum 

• Principles and Practices of Teaching Young Children 

• Practicum-Field Experience 

Instructional Methodologies  

• Class discussion 

• Jigsaw reading 

• Presentation 

• Reflection—individual or large group 

• Reflective discussion—large group 

• Role playing  

• Small group work 

 
 
 
 
 
 

California Early Childhood Educator Competency Areas to Consider 

The Faculty Initiative Project will be undertaking a comprehensive process in 

the future to map the content of the instructional guides to the California 
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 Department of Education, Child Development Division’s California Early 

Childhood Educator Competencies. “The Competency Areas to Consider” 

below are listed in this instructional guide as a preliminary exploration of how 

particular competency areas might be addressed through these learning 

experiences.  

• Child Development and Learning 

• Culture, Diversity, and Equity 

• Family and Community Engagement 

• Dual-Language Development 

• Learning Environments and Curriculum 
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Visual and Performing Arts: 
Exploring Across Domains as Visual and Performing 

Artists 

 

 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Before You Start 

This learning experience will be an active way for students to understand how the 
California Preschool Learning Foundations, Volume 2 domains are related. Also, 
students will explore the integrated way in which children learn even if the focus is 
on one domain.  

Students must be familiar with the foundations in the visual and performing arts 
before they explore its relation to other domains in the California Preschool Learning 
Foundations, Volume 2 . There are other learning experiences in this instructional 
guide that will familiarize students with each of the domains in Volume 2. A 
summary of the domains, strands, substrands, and foundations for each domain in 
Volume 2 can be found as an appendix in the Volume 2 foundations publication. It is 
important for students to know where these are located in the publication and to 
work directly with these summaries in the publication if they are to develop working 
knowledge of the foundations and the ability to use the publication as a resource. 

A summary of the strands, substrands, and foundations for the three domains of the 
California Preschool Learning Foundations, Volume 2 are included as Handout 1 
following this learning experience. They can also be found in Appendix C of this 
instructional guide. Electronic versions of this handout will be available when this 
instructional guide is online at www.wested.org/facultyinitiative. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Information 
Delivery 

Assign students to read the introduction and bibliography of the 
visual and performing arts domain if they have not already done 
so. They should also be directed to this domain in the California 
Preschool Learning Foundations, Volume 2 publication appendix 
for review. 

 
Active 
Learning 

 

 
Getting it started 
Organize students into small groups and assign one of the four 
strands in the visual and performing arts to each group.  Let 
them know that they will develop a short scenario to role-play 
that will demonstrate as many of the foundations in their strand 
as they can. They should work across all the substrands and 
focus on the behaviors described for children at 60 months of 
age. Their role-playing should demonstrate activities that we 
would typically see in an early care and education setting related 
to their strand.  
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Give them 15 or 20 minutes to develop and practice their role-
playing. 

Keeping it going 
Each group will role-play its scenario for all the students to 
observe. As each group role-plays, the others are to look for 
ways in which behaviors for their strand could be seen in the 
role-playing. As each group finishes, ask students who were not 
demonstrating their strand what they could see of their own 
strand in the role-playing. 

Students can also look for ways to extend the role-playing to 
include their strand. For example, children could use rhythmic 
singing as they roll or pat play dough or could draw, paint, or 
shape props for dramatic play.  

Putting it together 
When all groups have finished, lead a discussion about the 
integrated nature of the strands in the visual and performing 
arts.  

• Where did you see the most interrelatedness?  

• Which strand was least related to the others? 

• How will knowing this help you in working with children with 
the foundations in the visual and performing arts? 

Taking it further 
So far, students have been working only with the visual and 
performing arts strands. One way to extend this is to ask 
students, in their groups, to explore the physical development 
domain and the health domain. Have each group look first at the 
physical development domain. Again, this is summarized in the 
California Preschool Learning Foundations, Volume 2 appendix. 
As they do this, ask them to jot down where any of these 
foundations would have been seen in their own role-playing. 
After discussing their findings, ask them to do the same with the 
health domain. The questions in “Putting it together” can be 
used for this discussion as well. 
 

 

 
Reflection 

 
 

Students can reflect on this learning experience individually or 

through a group discussion by responding to these questions: 

• What insights did you gain into the visual and performing 
arts domain from this experience? 

• How will this influence your work now or in the future with 

young children?  
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